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The payment of the debts of the taxing body is a purpose for which taxes may properly be levied, and the levy is not 
invalidated by the fact that the debt which the levy is made to pay has been in arrears as long as it is the legal duty of the 
taxing body to pay.' Also, the payment by the county of a penalty imposed upon it by statute for the benefit of a person 
injured by mob violence constitutes a purpose for which taxes may be levied as against the contention that a tax for such a 
purpose violates the Due Process Clause and is in violation of private rights of property.’ Since the legislature may authorize 
a general tax levy to provide funds with which to pay for a local improvement, providing for payment primarily by special 
assessment and secondarily by general taxation is not a misuse of the power of taxation.* The education of children is a public 
duty and a proper purpose for taxation,’ and this includes the public funding of charter schools.° The authority to redirect 
revenues attributable to improvements for the reconstruction, redevelopment and rehabilitation of obsolete, decadent, or 
blighted areas is included within a legislature’s power to provide partial tax relief.° Generally, anything calculated to promote 
the recreation, pleasure, or entertainment of the public is to be included within the scope of public purposes which authorize 
the exercise of the power of taxation.’ 


The preservation of the public health and the prevention of the spread of disease constitute public purposes for which taxes 
may be levied,’ and it is recognized that the establishment and maintenance of hospitals constitutes a public purpose for 
which taxes may be levied.’ Likewise, it is generally recognized that the commitment by the State, for treatment of indigent 
persons who have the fixed habit of drunkenness or addiction to drugs, constitutes a purpose for which taxes may be levied 
and public money expended.” However, the State cannot provide for the treatment of all inebriates at the public expense 
regardless of their ability to pay for the same with their own funds. " 
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It is established by both reason and authority that the construction and maintenance of transportation facilities and means,’ 
such as highways, streets, and bridges;'* tunnels; boats or barges;'° and the improvement of rivers and harbors! are public 
purposes for which the power of taxation may be exercised. 


The erection of buildings by the State or one of its subdivisions to carry on governmental or strictly public functions,” such 


as a public library,'* or the construction and maintenance of memorial buildings,” public auditoriums, or public stadiums may 
properly be deemed public purposes for which taxes may be imposed.” 
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